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Note from the Director

Artifact of the Month –WWII V-Mail

!ǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊŜƳƻǎǘ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŜǊ ƻŦ ƳŜǘǊƻǇƻƭƛǘŀƴ .ƛǊƳƛƴƎƘŀƳΩǎ 
history, we will enable the public to understand more 
ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ Ǉŀǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǇŜ ƛǘǎ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦ

P

One of my many guilty pleasures are the recent novels of Jodi Picoult, 
an author from New England whose books make a good read on a 
rainy afternoon (if it ever rains again).  In one of her books, “The 
Storyteller,” two sentences hit me on the head and reminded me 
about why I love the study of history so much; “History isn’t about 
dates and places and wars.  It’s about the people who fill the spaces 
between them.”  

Anewspaper clipping from our files about Teddy Roosevelt’s visit to Birmingham in 
1905 and the parade procession to Capital Park, had this intriguing passage, “Memoli’s
band led the infantry, a cavalry platoon and cadets from Howard College and Marion 
Institute.” Who was this Memoli fellow?  THIS COULD BE A JOB FOR HISTORY MAN! 
What followed was an afternoon of research which led to the short article on page 5 of 
this newsletter.  It turned out Memoli was one of the people who filled the spaces.

From a recent donation - a World War II V-Mail letter (short for 
Victory Mail. To reduce the cost of transferring an original letter 
through the military postal system, a V-mail letter would be 
censored, copied to film, and printed back to paper upon arrival at 
its destination) sent to friends in Birmingham.

"Hi Chillin, Just got a little card from you folks and mighty glad to 
know someone remembers me, cause it looks like my Uncle Sam 
has plumb forgot me. They got me stuck way out here in the 
Central Pacific area at a place I can only describe as a “coral island 
with vegetation.” Things are rather rugged around here. Swamsof 
mosquitos, flies, shortage of drinking water, fever and hot weather. 
Incidentally I hear there is a war going on too but I stay too busy 
fighting the natural elements, to pay any attention to that. Hear 
you are having a little cold weather back home. I wonder how that 
feels? We are near the equator so you know how nice and cool it is 
here. Sometimes it actually gets down to 95 in the shade. Food is 
no problem as we have canned hash 7 days a week. But I think I’ll 
make it. The saying out here is “golden gate in 48”. See you then."
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T. R. Comes to Town

Every museum needs help to achieve its vision. Fortunately, we are 
not alone in wanting to help people make meaningful and personal 
connections to history.  Throughout greater Birmingham, there are 
many who share this passion. We need their help.

P

According to our friend at BhamWiki, John Morse, 14 sitting Presidents of the United States have 
visited the City of Birmingham.  The first was Grover Cleveland in November of  1888.  The most 
recent was Barack Obama in March of 2015.  But, perhaps the most exciting visit occurred on October 
24thin 1905 when President Theodore “Teddy” Roosevelt  came to town.  

Following his exploits as the leader of the “Rough Riders” and their dramatic charge up San Juan Hill 
during the Spanish-American War, Roosevelt was selected as President William McKinley’s running 
mate during the election of 1900.  When McKinley was assassinated the following year, 42 year old 
Roosevelt became the 26th President of the United States, the youngest man ever to hold the office.  
In 1904, he was elected to serve his own term in a sweeping defeat of the Democratic contender, 
Alton B. Parker, winning every section of the country except twelve southern states (Parker carried 
Alabama with 73% of the state’s voters).

Now Roosevelt was taking a trip through the region hoping to gain support for several progressive 
reforms under his “Square Deal” agenda.  Crowds began to form at the Louisville and Nashville (L&N) 
station on 19th Street around noon

President Theodore Roosevelt

L&N Train Depot
(Postcard from BHC Collection)

even though the president’s train 
was not scheduled to arrive until 
4:45 PM according to reports in 
the Birmingham Post.  Additional 
thousands, with flags waving, 
lined the parade route along 20th

Street. 
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T. R. Comes to Town –(cont.)

We will recognize our responsibility to help build a better futureτ
locally, regionally, nationally, and globallyτthrough history. We 
will bring a credible and authoritative historical  perspective to 
bear on civic issues, and we will help to shape the future by 
fostering historical scholarship and understanding.

P

Excerpt from Birmingham Post, October 24, 1905

Amid cheers the train rolled in. A band crashed out a triumphant 
tune.  Men in the president’s party appeared in the steps. Then 
the president himself came out, preceded by his famous grin.  
Major Frank Y. Anderson, chairman of the day, introduced Mayor 
Ward to the president.  It was time for the official speech of 
welcome. It didn’t come.  Finally Mr. Ward said abruptly, “Mr. 
President, I had a fine speech of welcome all memorized, but I’ve 
forgotten every word of it.  Anyway, we are honored to have you 
as our guest.”

“Mr. Mayor, that’s the finest speech I’ve heard since I left 
Washington!” boomed the president.  Policemen cleared the 
smallest possible path to the waiting carriage.  Confederate 
veterans lined up to march on the right side of the carriage and 
veterans of the Union army on the left. Spanish war veterans 
followed the carriage.  Memoli’sband (see article on page 5) ledBirmingham Mayor George Ward

the infantry, a cavalry platoon and cadets from Howard College and Marion Institute.

As the parade neared the park (Capital now Lynn Park) the president asked who the young 
woman was on horseback.  She was beckoned to the carriage and introduced as Miss Samuel 
Perry Harris, namesake of her Confederate uncle.  Singled out for presidential notice, the girl 
“blushed to the whites of her eyes,” so a reporter of the day said.  Rufus N. Rhodes introduced the 
president to the crowd in the park.  It was five minutes before the applause subsided and he was 
permitted to speak.

He praised Birmingham, thanked everybody for his good time, told a few jokes and grinned 
according to tradition. “You have in this state coal and iron, the basic elements in modern 
industrialism . . . The last quarter of a century has seen a progress that would have been 
impossible in any other age of any other country,” he declared.  Only 40 years after the War 
Between the States, this crowd in the deep South could acclaim a Republican president.

Then the presidential party had to hurry to the Alabama State Fair –as much as they could hurry 
in a street car!  Soon afterward his train left for Little Rock by way of Memphis.  Though he had 
spent only a few hours in Birmingham, he had dispensed a “big day.”
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The Sousa of the South

We claim Birmingham. We will leverage our history, expertise, 
collection, location, and reputation to stake our position as the best 
resource for understanding the city and its place in the United States 
and the world.

P

For thirty-one years (1889-1920), Philip Memoli added luster to 
the musical world of Birmingham, Alabama.  A gifted cornetist, 
Memoli studied music at the Royal Conservatory in Naples 
before emigrating to the United States.  Moving to 
Birmingham, he formed a small 14-piece band and soon 
became famous for composing stirring marches such as “Hero 
Hobson’s March,” which celebrated Alabama-born Richmond 
Hobson of Spanish-American War fame.  When he conducted 
the march on June 14, 1898, it was received with critical 
acclaim, leading to Memoli being named “The Sousa of the 
South.”  

His band played at all official functions of the city (including 
President Roosevelt’s visit in 1905).  They also had regular work 
at the RealtoTheater, playing music for silent films of the era.  
A right side gallery was built into the theatre for the band 
which also opened up to an adjacent refreshment parlor and 
candy store.  The city of Birmingham, in appreciation for his 
musical activities, presented him with a silver mounted gold 
cornet in 1899.  He moved to Los Angeles in 1920 but 
eventually returned to the Magic City.  He passed away in 1957 
at the age of 83.

Two of 
aŜƳƻƭƛΩǎ
many 
published 
marches 
(from the 
collection of 
the BHC).

Philip Memoli (left) and his band (Memoli is holding his coronet behind the drum to the right).
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Fuel for advancing out vision is tangible in the dedication of our 
trustees and in the passion and commitment that staff and 
volunteers bring to their work.

P
Wall of Valor –Jefferson County

Alexander, Mearl Charles, Birmingham
Armstrong, Jack, Jefferson County
Badham, William T., Birmingham
Barker, Joseph Rhett, Jefferson County
Barnes, Walter K., Birmingham
Bibb, Ross Eugene, Warrior
Bolt, Bernard H., Birmingham
Bowers, Lloyd G., Birmingham
Bradford, Thomas C., Birmingham
Brake, Earl O., Jefferson County
Brown, Walter, Birmingham
Chaney, James L., Jefferson County
Clincy, Will, Birmingham
Coates, Roman Willies, Jefferson County
Cobb, Henry H., Birmingham
Cork, Thomas Ruel, Jefferson County
Cowden, Edward E., Birmingham
Crowder, Donald Gene, Jefferson County
Cusimano, Samuel Bolden, Birmingham
Davis, Cecil B., Birmingham
Davis, Richard Franklin, Jefferson County
Dent, Elliott Estill, Birmingham
Doss, Dale Walter, Birmingham
Doss, Harry A., Birmingham
Douglas,  John E., Bessemer
Dunlap, Ernest Huston, Birmingham
Earle, Edward P., Jefferson County
Elkins, Stephen B., Birmingham
Fancher, Maxie, Jefferson County
Finley, John W., Jefferson County
Ford, Wilson, Birmingham
Gerst, James L., Bessemer
Goodall, Robert M., Birmingham
Greathouse, Melvin, Warrior
Green, Maurice O. V., Birmingham
Greene, Bruce A., Birmingham
Grundmann, Hugh S., Jefferson County
Gunter, Alton Raybourn, Birmingham
Hall, Varner, Birmingham
Hanson, Howell R., Birmingham
Harris, John A., Birmingham
Hatley, William Howard, Jefferson County
Hawley, Edwin Alexander, Birmingham
Henley, Courtney S., Birmingham
Hill, Joe C., Birmingham
Holemon, William L., Birmingham
Holmes, Roy E., Jefferson County
Hutto, John B., Birmingham

Johnston, Gordon, Birmingham
Jones, James Gradey, Birmingham
Jones, William H., Jefferson County
Jordan, Mortimer H., Birmingham
Keith, John W., Jefferson County
Kingsley, Willie Lonie, Jefferson County
Knight, Terry W., Birmingham
Kozlowski, Chester W., Birmingham
Lacey, Robert Lenwood, Jefferson Co.
Langston, Clem Lee, Birmingham
Lawley, William Robert, Birmingham
Lawson, Walter Rolls, Birmingham
Lige, Amos, Jefferson County
McCain, Michael Clinton, Birmingham
McElroy, James Russell, Birmingham
McNeal, Samuel P., Birmingham
Mitchel, Archie F., Jefferson County
Mitchell, Arthur, Bessemer
Mitchell, Henry Earl, Birmingham
Moreno, Aristides, Birmingham
Moss, Alonza, Jefferson County
Neely, Dan Lee, Birmingham
Norris, Ravee, Birmingham
Oliver, Kenneth E., Jefferson County
Owen, Paul Alexander, Bessmer
Pannell, Horace L., Warrior
Parsons, James Kelly, Birmingham
Phillips, Gregory P., Birmingham
Potter, Robert E., Birmingham
Prickett, Samuel Lee, Bessemer
Randolph, George B., Birmingham
Reno, Charles L., Jefferson County
Roberts, John Quincy, Birmingham
Roebuck, Gerald Edward, Birmingham
Saunders, Harry J., Jefferson County
Scott, Donald W., Birmingham
Sealie, Mitchell J., Birmingham
Shropshire, James Edward, Birmingham
Sites, David Thomas, Birmingham
Smiley, Clare Brown, Birmingham
Smith, Leland W., Birmingham
Stigler, Stephen L., Birmingham
Watson, George, Birmingham
Watts, Eddie, Jefferson County
Whited, Homer, Bessemer
Williams, George L., Jefferson County
Willis, Charles A., Jefferson County
Wilson, Harold Edward, Birmingham

The History Center has identified 96 men from Jefferson County who have been awarded 
a Silver Star, Navy Cross or Distinguished Service Cross for valor in foreign wars.  
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BHS Supporters in 2016

!ǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊŜƳƻǎǘ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŜǊ ƻŦ ƳŜǘǊƻǇƻƭƛǘŀƴ .ƛǊƳƛƴƎƘŀƳΩǎ 
history, we will enable the public to understand more 
ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ Ǉŀǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǇŜ ƛǘǎ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦ

P

Benefactor

Thomas E. Jernigan, Sr. Foundation, Henry Lynn, 
Alice and Tom Williams 

Premium

Francis CrockardJr., Deborah and William Denson, Sallie and Jim Johnson, 
Jefferson County Historical Association, Charlotte Murdock, Mr. and Mrs. 

William Rushton III, Red Diamond Inc.

Supporter

Mr. and Mrs. Craig Allen, Carl Bailey, Patrick Cather, James and Ellen Halsey Jr., Anne 
Heppenstall, Diane and John North, Terry Oden, Penny and RuffnerPage, Evelyn and 

Eugene Stutts, Lucille Thompson, Bayard Tynes, Ingram Tynes, Norman Tynes, Lee Woehle

Friend

Leah and George Atkins, Tony Bell, Harold and Nancy Blach, Mr. and Mrs. Harry Bradford, John Brock, Charles 
and Mary Ruth Caldwell, Mr. and Mrs. EhneyCamp, Anne Carey, Mr. and Mrs. Russel Cunningham, Stuart 
Dansby, Fox Defuniak, Steve DeMedicis, Jane and Charles Ellis, Gary and Kaye Gerlach, Ed and Lila Harden, 
John and Margaret Harper, Mr. and Mrs. James Harris, Mary Hubbard, Mr. and Mrs. William Hulsey, Ivey 

Jackson, Bill and Yvonne Jenkins, Mr. and Mrs. Willard McCall, Nelda Osment, Laura Erskine Ramsay, Elberta
Reid, Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Ritchie, Margaret Banks Robertson, Sam Rumore, Mr. and Mrs. James Shepherd, 
Hanson and Melissa Slaughter, Hatton Smith, Mr. and Mrs. Mell Smith, David Tharp, Lowell Tillman, Dr. Jack 

Trigg, Bayard Tynes, Jr., Mr. and Mrs. George Wheelock III, Fritz Woehle, Louise Wrinkle

Individual/Family

Mary Bledsoe, Carolyn Cowan, Allen Dimick, Carter Drennen, David and Terri Glasgow, Mr. and Mrs. James 
Hancock, Melissa Hogan, Jess Ann Elbert Jemison, Suzanne Lucas, Stan Moss, Richard and Ann Massey, 

Charles McCallum, Sue and Alex Newton, Joan and J. Wray Pearce, Marlene Rikard, Betsy and Al Simmons, 
John Spinks, Louise Vance, Janice Zeanah

Thanks to all for your support!
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Birmingham History Center

The Birmingham History Center is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
formed in 2004 by a group of preservation-minded citizens 
who wanted a repository and exhibit platform for artifacts 
of local history  Thanks primarily to a bequest from the 
Thomas E. Jernigan, Sr. foundation and other donors, the 
History Center operates from offices at 310 18th Street 
North, Suite 401 in Birmingham, across from the Lyric 
Theatre in the Pythian Building. 

Officers

Dr. Bayard Tynes, Chairman
Fox De Funiak, III, Co-President

Garland Smith, Co-President
Samuel A. Rumore, Jr., Vice-President

Alice Williams - Treasurer

Board of Directors

William A. Bell, Jr.
Harry Bradford

Thomas Carruthers, Jr.
Patrick Cather

Wyatt R. Haskell
Anne Heppenstall

Mary Hubbard
Thomas E. Jernigan, Jr.

John Nixon
Terry Oden

William A. Tharpe
Scott Vowell
Lee Woehle

Mission Statement

The Birmingham History Center seeks to educate 
and entertain the general public by collecting, 
preserving and presenting the comprehensive 

history of the Birmingham region. 


