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Note from the Director 

Artifact of the Month ς aǊǎΦ ¢ƻŘŘΩǎ /ŀŦŜǘŜǊƛŀ 

!ǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊŜƳƻǎǘ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŜǊ ƻŦ ƳŜǘǊƻǇƻƭƛǘŀƴ .ƛǊƳƛƴƎƘŀƳΩǎ 
history, we will enable the public to understand more 
ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ Ǉŀǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǇŜ ƛǘǎ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦ 

P  

Many of our followers may 
ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ aǊǎΦ ¢ƻŘŘΩǎ /ŀŦŜǘŜǊƛŀΦ  
It was opened in 1922 by Minnie 
Todd in the Town House at 8th 
Avenue South and 20th Street.  
In 1950, Mrs. Todd's Delicious 
Food was located at 215 21st 
Street South. It moved to the 
Vestavia Hills Shopping Center in 
the 1960s.  On the flip side of this 
menu, donated by Mrs. Tommy 
²ŜǎǘΣ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƴǳ ŦƻǊ aŀƳƳȅΩǎ 
Pancakes also operated by the 
Todd family. 

 

L ǿŀǎ ǾŜǊȅ ǇƭŜŀǎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǘǳǊƴƻǳǘ ŦƻǊ Ƴȅ ǘŀƭƪ ƻƴ ²ƛƭǎƻƴΩǎ wŀƛŘ ŀǘ 
the Arlington Antebellum Home and Gardens on April 14th.  It was a 
great gathering of several local historical groups, including the 
Birmingham Historical Society, the Jefferson County Historical 
Association, the Hoover Historical Association and the Arlington 
Historical Association. . . over 65 local history buffs in one location! 

The American Civil War continues to fascinate historians.  Many of us have ancestors 
who served in the armies of the Blue and the Gray.  For example, my great-great 
grandfather, Corporal Cornelius J. Desmond of the 15th Maine regiment, served in 
ǘƘŜ ƘƻƴƻǊ ƎǳŀǊŘ ŦƻǊ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ [ƛƴŎƻƭƴΩǎ ŦǳƴŜǊŀƭ ǘǊŀƛƴ ŀǎ ƛǘ ǿŜƴǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ .ŀƭǘƛƳƻǊŜΣ 
Maryland 150 years ago this month.  We would be happy to receive from our readers 
any stories that they may have about their family during the war for our archives. 
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IƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘǎ ƻŦ ²ƛƭǎƻƴΩǎ wŀƛŘ ς March 22 ς April 20, 1865 

We will recognize our responsibility to help build a better futureτ
locally, regionally, nationally, and globallyτthrough history. We 
will bring a credible and authoritative historical  perspective to 
bear on civic issues, and we will help to shape the future by 
fostering historical scholarship and understanding. 

P  

The Generals 

To view the entire slide show go to the BHC website at 
http://www.birminghamhistorycenter.org/gallery/?galleryID=5. 
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²ƛƭǎƻƴΩǎ wŀƛŘ όŎƻƴǘΦύ 

Every museum needs help to achieve its vision. Fortunately, we are 
not alone in wanting to help people make meaningful and personal 
connections to history.  Throughout greater Birmingham, there are 
many who share this passion. We need their help. 

P  

The Destruction 

To view the entire slide show go to the BHC website at 
http://www.birminghamhistorycenter.org/gallery/?galleryID=5. 
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We will recognize our responsibility to help build a better futureτ
locally, regionally, nationally, and globallyτthrough history. We 
will bring a credible and authoritative historical  perspective to 
bear on civic issues, and we will help to shape the future by 
fostering historical scholarship and understanding. 

P  

Personal Stories 

²ƛƭǎƻƴΩǎ wŀƛŘ όŎƻƴǘΦύ 

To view the entire slide show go to the BHC website at 
http://www.birminghamhistorycenter.org/gallery/?galleryID=5. 


