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Note from the Director

L 6l a @OSNE LX SIAaSR gAGK GKS {d;
the Arlington Antebellum Homand Gardens on April £4 It was a
great gathering of several local historical groups, including the
Birmingham Historical Society, the Jefferson County Historical
Association, the Hoover Historical Association and the Arlington
Historical Association. . . over 65 local history buffs in one location!

The American Civil War continues to fascinate historians. Many of us have ancestg
who served in the armies of the Blue and the Gray. For example, myqyest
grandfather, Corporal Cornelius J. Desmond of tHe Maine regiment, served in
0KS K2y 2NJ 3dzr NR F2NJ t NBaAaARSYyd [AyO2fty
Maryland 150 years ago this month. We would be happy to receive from our reade
any stories that they may have about their family during the war for our archives.
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Many of our followers may
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It was opened in 1922 by Minni¢
Todd in the Town House at 8th |1
Avenue South and 20th Street.
In 1950, Mrs. Todd's Delicious
Food was located at 215 21st | ...
Street South. It moved to the |~
Vestavia Hills Shopping Center |-
the 1960s. On the flip side of th]
menu, donated by Mrs. Tommy |-
2Sadz Aa UKS Y
Pancakes also operated by the |«

Todd family. | I
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Birmingham History Center history, we will enable the public to understand more
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SAVE $104 PER YEAR /’\
¥ BY DINING REGULARLY AT ‘ £
? MRS. TODD'S CAFETERIA Y,
x SAVE 50% DURING THIS SPECIAL 2
“SELLABRATION"" ALL DURING/ §x
JULY AND AUGUST !
GOOD NOON & NIGHTS

SAVE $104 PER YEAR

BY DINING REGULARLY AT k" i
LA

Ve MAMMY'S (Todd Operated) -
=X SAVE $44.92 DURING THIS SPECIAL /7%
%

“'SELLABRATION" ALL DURING | "X

JULY AND AUGUST
GOOD NOON & NIGHTS
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The Generals

Brigadier General James Harrison Wilson

* Wilson was born in Shawneetown, Illinois in 1837.

*Graduated from West Point in 1860, 6" in a class of 41 (others of
note from the class: Horace Porter (MOH winner), Stephen
Ramseur (Confederate General) and Wesley Merritt (Union
General).

*Began the war as a Second Lieutenant became a Major General.

*Switched from engineering to the cavalry in 1864.

*Attached to the Army of the Cumberland as cavalry chief in the
Franklin/Nashville campaign in 1864.

*After the war served in the Spanish-American War in 1898 and
the Boxer Rebellion in China. Died in 1925 at age of 88.

Major General Nathan Bedford Forrest

* Forrest was born in Bedford County, Tennessee in 1821.

* Forrest had no formal education. Became a planter,
businessman and slave trader in Memphis. By 1860 had amassed
a personal fortune estimated at $1.5 million

* Enlisted as a private in the Tennessee Mounted Rifles. When
the Governor found out he promoted him to Lt. Colonel.
Promoted to General in 1862.

* Commanded independent cavalry brigade for much of the war

* Controversy at Fort Pillow, greatest victory at Brice’s Crossroads
(1864).

* Shelby Foote — Civil War historian - Two great geniuses of the
war — Abraham Lincoln and Nathan Bedford Forrest.

To view the entire slide show go to the BHC website at
http://www.birminghamhistorycenter.org/gallery/?galleryID=5.

We will recognize our responsibility to help build a better future
S— . locally, regionally, nationally, and globaltythrough history. We
will bring a credible and authoritative historical perspective to
+—o—o—o—o—o—o—o—o—{) bear on civic issues, and we will help to shape the future by

fostering historical scholarship and understanding.
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The Destruction

The Burning of the University of Alabama — April 4, 1865

Only four buildings
survived the
burning by
Croxton’s men: the
President's Mansion
(1841), Gorgas
House (1829), Little
Round House
(1860), and Old
Observatory (1844).
The university
reopened in 1871.

Seima, Alabama

The Battle of Selma asifies ST
April 2, 1865

* Three miles of fortifications

* Forrest’s men had to stand 10-12 feet
apart, outnumbered 3-1

* Federal attack in 3 columns

* Selma looted that night and burned
(the same day as Richmond in Virginia)

* Wilson (who had a horse shot out from
under him) called it “The Greatest Day in
the History of the Cavalry Corps.” e wors nesa e Non e
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To view the entire slide show go to the BHC website at
http://www.birminghamhistorycenter.org/gallery/?gallerylD=5.

— . Every museum needs help to achieve its vision. Fortunately, we are
Birmingham History Center not alone in wanting to help people make meaningful and personal
+—o—o—o—o—o—o—o—o—{) connectionsto history. Throughout greater Birmingham, there are

many who share this passion. We need their help.
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Personal Stories

The Last Confederate Soldier Killed in Battle

Andrew Jackson "Jack" Buttram
was killed during Croxton's raid in
Munford, AL on April 23, 1865. He
was the last Confederate soldier
killed in action in the Civil War. A
monument stands at the spot
where he was killed, placed there
1 bythe U.D.O.C., November 04,
Nancy Rebecca Elizabeth ; { 1914.The monumentwas moved
Buttram Steed , Youngest ; in 1972 to a spot about 75 feet
daughter of Andrew J Buttram = i 4 from his grave site. A new grave

and Sabrine A. Patton Buttram. . marker was placed on the grave by
; the Sons of the Confederate

Veterans on May 3, 1998.

To view the entire slide show go to the BHC website at
http://www.birminghamhistorycenter.org/gallery/?gallerylD=5.

We will recognize our responsibility to help build a better future

Birmingham History Center locally, regionally, nationally, and globalty through history. We

0 will bring a credible and authoritative historical perspective to

bear on civic issues, and we will help to shape the future by
fostering historical scholarship and understanding.




