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Note from the Director

| have always been fascinated with how we perceive our heroes. My
father’s idol was Boston Red Sox leftfielder Ted Williams. In fact he
wanted to name me Theodore Williams Desmond until my mother
put a stop to that, perhaps realizing that the name would be too
heavy to carry around for a boy in New England. My father said that
| Williams was the greatest hitter who ever lived. How hard is it to be a
hero when you’ve got that going for you?

Sometimes you can be a hero and a failure at the same time. Our feature story this
month about Jack Nabors is a perfect example of this fact. Pitching for the worst team
in baseball history, the Philadelphia Athletics, Nabors set a record by losing 19 straight
games. In each game he tried his best, sometimes pitching brilliantly without support
from his teammates. He never complained. Casey Stengel once said, “You gotta
lose’em some of the time. When you do, lose’em right.” A good lesson for all heroes.

.

Artifact of the Month — Boy Scout Items, Troop #53

June 15% will be the 100t anniversary of the

chartering of the Boy Scouts of America by ‘ e
the U. S. Congress. Recently Susan Prutzman 8 muw Ry

of Savannah, Georgia donated many Boy
Scout related items left by her father,
Winning Currie, Jr., who served as Scout-
master of Boy Scout Troop #53 for many
years. The collection includes I.D. cards, Boy
Scout manuals, a Civil Defense arm band,
program books, the Boy Scout Handbook for
1941, a manual for the Birmingham Council
Camporee in 1942 and two national
certificates signed by President Roosevelt for 2
Troop #53 (one pictured at right). \Ne /TS, @ [CEREEE TN
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It was a little cool in Philadelphia on April 22, 1916. The
temperature would top out at only 65 degrees with a
chance of rain later in the day. At Shibe Park (the first
steel and concrete baseball stadium ever built) the
hapless Athletics were playing the defending world
champion Boston Red Sox. The pitcher for the A’s,
Herman John “Jack” Nabors was going for his first win in
his ninth start ever in the majors going back to 1915.

Born in central Alabama (Montevallo) in 1887, the
fourth of nine children, Nabors had taken a long time to
reach the show. A tall and lanky righthander, he had
started his baseball career playing for industrial teams in
Walker and Jefferson Counties, getting paid when he
pitched and won the game. Then in 1914 he caught on

with the Selma River Rats, a class D team, then the B
Newnan Cowetas. He won 12 games that year for

Newnan while losing only one, including a 13 inning no P
hitter over the Talladega team. His contract was then

purchased by the Philadelphia A’s for $S500, at the time » )
the highest amount ever paid for a Class D ballplayer. Her man John J 3

Connie Mack
Phil adel phi a

The A’s had fallen into hard times under their legendary
manager Cornelius McGillicuddy (Connie Mack) after winning
four pennants in five seasons from 1910 to 1914. Due to
financial pressures, Mack had sold his best players, including his
famous “$100,000” infield before the start of the 1915 season.
In addition, his best pitchers, Eddie Plank and “Chief” Bender
had jumped to the new rival Federal League, so Mack was
looking for a new starting rotation. Dipping all the way down to
find Nabors in D league ball was a risk but he was playing a
hunch. In 1910, Mack had travelled to Birmingham to help lay
out Rickwood Field and he was aware that the area was a hot
bed of baseball talent. Both the New York Timesnd Sporting
Lifehad reported on Nabors’ no hitter, so Connie Mack was
x/ijlir%g tol\}la‘,jll(enaéagmglfz, hoping to find a diamond in the rough.

Birmingham History Center
e e e o e e

Every museum needs help to achieve its vision. Fortunately, we are
not alone in wanting to help people make meaningful and personal
connections to history. Throughout greater Birmingham, there are
many who share this passion. We need their help.
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ShibePark (renamed Connie Mack Stadium in 1953 o me of t he Phi +185)e

Explaining his decision to bring Nabors all the way up from the bush leagues in the Philadelphia
Evening LedgdMarch 14, 1916), Mack said,

“I have never in my life seen a ballplayer as green as he was when he joined us. Ordinarily |
would have passed him up at once, but he naturally interested me. | have had plenty of
green ones, but he was the limit. | took a liking to the youngster because he realized that
he knew absolutely nothing about the game. All he could do was throw the ball. He did
not even know how to wind up, much less have a delivery which was permitting him to get
the maximum amount of speed out of his pitches. The curve ball he used was of the back-
lot variety and no one had shown him what to do with it or his fast ball. | was first
attracted to the youngster because of his wonderful natural fast ball.”

And so there he was on the mound in April of 1916 facing the powerful Red Sox team. He pitched
well, scattering 8 hits in a nine inning complete game. One newspaper reported that he pitched
“eloquently.” Along the way he struck out a young Red Sox pinch hitter named George Herman
Ruthin a 6 to 2 win. His first win in the major leagues. His first and only win in the major leagues.

We will recognize our responsibility to help build a better future

s locally, regionally, nationally, and globalythrough history. We
Birmingham History Center will bring a credible and authoritative historical perspective to
o—o—o—o—o—o—o—o—o—{) bear on civic issues, and we will help to shape the future by

fostering historical scholarship and understanding.
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One Win — The Unlucky Career of Jack Nabors (Cont.)

several major league records for futility including
19 straight losses for the rest of 1916, the lowest Name Losaes Vi T

win percentage for a starting pitcher in a season

: . 19 1916  A's
with 20 or more losses and the lowest win Jack Nabors
percentage for a career for a pitcher with more Roger Craig 18 1963  Mets
than 50 starts. For his career he was 1 win and 25
losses Paul Calvert 14 1949 Senators
Anthony Young 14 1992 Mets
To be fair there was an element of bad luck and i
Several Tied 13

timing. The 1916 Philadelphia Athletics were the
worst team of the modern baseball era, even
WOrs€e 1€han the 19_62 M(?ts. They.orlly.won =48 Worst Won-Loss Record— Pitcher in a Year, MLB
games in 1916 while losing 117, finishing 54 (At least 20 losses)

games behind the Red Sox. As a team they
allowed over 5 runs a game while scoring only

2.9. They committed 321 errors in 1916, led by Jack Nabors 1-20 1916  A’s
shortstop Whitey Witt’s incredible 78 errors.

Name Record Year Team

Joe Harris 2-21 1905 Braves
Nabors actually pitched quite well during his Les German 2-20 1896 2 Teams
personal losing streak. Of the 19 losses he had ‘ '
what today would be called 14 quality starts AL 3-23 S
(giving up 3 runs or less for 5 or more innings). Don Larsen 3-21 1954  Braves
Except for a nine to nothing - 16 hit pounding by Jim Hughley 4-30 1899 Spiders
the mighty Detroit Tigers in August (Ty Cobb got 4
hits), Nabors had a very respectable, by today’s Ben Cantwell 425 B I
standard, 3.47 earning run average. His best Charlie Knepper 4-22 1899  Spiders
game (and 16' loss in a row) occurred on George Smith 420 1921 Phillies
September 1%, giving up only one earned run

Roy Williams 4-20 1921 White Sox

while losing to the Washington Senators and their
ace, Walter Johnson.

The next year he was sent back down to the minors, never to return. In 1918, he enlisted in the
Army during World War | and was sent to Camp Dodge in lowa where he pitched for the camp
baseball team. During the winter he came down with a severe case of the flu during the influenza
pandemic of 1918-1919. He never pitched again spending his remaining years “in and out of a
sick bed.” He died of tuberculosis on October 29, 1923, in Wilton, Alabama, at the age of 35.

We will recognize our responsibility to help build a better future
s . locally, regionally, nationally, and globalythrough history. We
will bring a credible and authoritative historical perspective to
—o—o—0—0—0—o—o—o—{) bear on civic issues, and we will help to shape the future by

fostering historical scholarship and understanding.
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Sneaky Pete's HdDogs a

Birmingham-based chain of hot-
dog restaurants, was founded by
Pete Graphos in 1966. Its first -
location, called Sneaky Pete's Southern Livingebuted as a

Hot Doas & Thinasvas on the sister publication to Progressive '

p10[0]0] blgck of 8th gvenue South. Farmer in February of 1966. Th and the Schoolof Medicine Yvere

Graohos took the name from a first issue sold for 25 cents. e L
P University of Alabama in

nickname given him by one of his Birmingham (the
friends. replaced by *“at

In 1966 the Extension Center (now
the "College of General Studies")

Following v A DR BESSIE STOVER POWEEL
John Lennon’s | O e
controversial
comment
published in
July that the
Beatles were
“more popular
than Jesus,”
Tommy
Charlesand [ % g

Doug Layton of the upstart Birmingham radio
station WAQY-AM touched off a national
movement in August of 1966 to “Ban the
Beatles,” causing the band to suspend touring in
the United States for the rest of the year.

LeroyStoverbecomes the first African-
American to serve as an officer of the
Birmingham Police Department.

i nterpreter

— . As the foremost
Birmingham History Center history, we will enable the public to understand more
B about the city’s past and pr
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Looking For — Volunteers

TIME COMMITMENT:

A minimum commitment of three
hours per week for a 3-month period
is required for continuity.
Volunteer opportunities on site will
be available Monday - Friday; 9:00
a.m.- 3:00 p.m. Go to our website for
more information.

If you are a local history
buff, consider volunteering

Center. Right now, we have
work waiting for skilled
volunteers interested in
contributing to the blog,
“310 Pythian Place,” and

help in the collections
department.

QUALIFICATIONS NEEDED:

Must be age 18 or older
Familiar with basic computer skills
Reliable and responsible
Able to work independently as well
as with a group
Have a genuine interest in history
Good organizational skills.

| Name:

What was once there is here. Help us save
Birmingham and Jefferson County History.

7 Address:

Phone:

E-Mail:

Donation: S

Thank You.

As t he

Birmingham History Center
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about
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the city's past and

i nterpreter
history, we will enable the public to understand more
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Birmingham History Center -
)

The Birmingham History Center is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit
formed in 2004 by a group of preservation-minded citizens
who wanted a repository and exhibit platform for artifacts
of local history Thanks primarily to a bequest from the
Thomas E. Jernigan, Sr. foundation and other donors, the
History Center operates from offices at 310 18" Street
North, Suite 401 in Birmingham, across from the Lyric
Theatre in the Pythian Building.

Mission Statement

The Birmingham History Center seeks to educate
and entertain the general public by collecting,
preserving and presenting the comprehensive

history of the Birmingham region.

Birmingham History Center

—o—o—o—o—o—o—o—o—{) Stam
310 18t Street North, Suite 401 .

Birmingham, AL 35203

Officers

Dr. Bayard Tynes, Chairman
Fox De Funiak, I, Co-President
Garland Smith, Co-President
Samuel A. Rumore, Jr., VicePresident
Alice Williams - Treasurer

Board of Directors

William A. Bell, Jr.
Harry Bradford
Thomas Carruthers, Jr.
Patrick Cather
Wyatt R. Haskell
Anne Heppenstall
Mary Hubbard
Thomas E. Jernigan, Jr.
John Nixon
Terry Oden
William A. Tharpe
Scott Vowell
Lee Woehle




