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An exhibit featuring the artifacts and storyline of the  

Birmingham History Center at the  

 

Alabama Power Archives Museum  

600 North 18
th

 St.  

Birmingham, AL  

205 -257 -2067  

 

Exhibit Dates:  - May 15 ð August 8, 2014  
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Note from the Director 

Artifact of the Month – Arrowheads of Alabama 

!ǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊŜƳƻǎǘ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŜǊ ƻŦ ƳŜǘǊƻǇƻƭƛǘŀƴ .ƛǊƳƛƴƎƘŀƳΩǎ 
history, we will enable the public to understand more 
ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ Ǉŀǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǇŜ ƛǘǎ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦ 

P  

The History Center’s good friend and former 
board member, Dr. Dennis Pappas, recently 
donated a large collection of native arrow-
heads dating from the Late Archaic  (4,000 – 
2,000 BC) to the Woodland (2,000 BC – 800 
AD) and Mississippian (800 AD – Present) 
epochs of Native American culture.  In addition 
to making this donation, Dr. Pappas also 
carefully mounted and labeled the arrowheads 
by date, shape and type of side knotch.  While 
many donations to the Center come with little 
or no documentation and require research, 
this collection is ready for exhibit.  

It was a fun night at the Virginia Samford Theatre on August 7th.  
The History Center’s quiz show “Can You Repeat That?” was a hit as 
the audience enjoyed the humor and quick wits of our celebrity  
contestants, including Mayor William Bell.   Many thanks to our 
emcee Max Rykov, scorekeeper John Morse and our brave 
contestants -  John Archibald, Kyle Whitmire, Glenny Brock, Frank 

Stitt, James Spann, Jay Roberson, Richard Arrington, Pam King, Randy Law, Chris Davis, 
Courtney Haden, and Laura Kate Whitney. I also want to thank our fine sponsors – 
BhamWiki, the Virginia Samford Theatre and 90.3 WBHM.  
 

I think this proves what I have been saying to every group that I have met with over the 
past five years, history is not boring, it is only presented in a boring way.  With the 
success of this show we demonstrated that history can be fun. 
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10th Anniversary of the Birmingham History Center 

We will recognize our responsibility to help build a better futureτ
locally, regionally, nationally, and globallyτthrough history. We 
will bring a credible and authoritative historical  perspective to 
bear on civic issues, and we will help to shape the future by 
fostering historical scholarship and understanding. 
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¢Ŝƴ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻΣ ƻƴ {ŀƛƴǘ tŀǘǊƛŎƪΩǎ 5ŀȅ ƛƴ 
2004, the Birmingham/Jefferson History 
Museum was founded as a nonprofit 
corporation by seven prominent 
members of the community.  Their 
purpose ς άǘƻ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾŜ 
historic artifacts of Jefferson County, 
Alabama, from its earliest times to the 
present, in order to keep them from 
ōŜƛƴƎ ƭƻǎǘΦέ 

The Founding Board Trustees  

 

Dr. Marvin Whiting, retired 
director of the archives 
department of the Birmingham 
Public Library, became the part-
time curator of the museum in 
2004, a position he held until his 
death in 2010. 

Charles A. Speir, an attorney, 
retailer, banker, and former 
hospital CEO became the first 
tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳǳǎŜǳƳΩǎ  
Board of Trustees. 
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A Favorite Blog Article 

Every museum needs help to achieve its vision. Fortunately, we are 
not alone in wanting to help people make meaningful and personal 
connections to history.  Throughout greater Birmingham, there are 
many who share this passion. We need their help. 
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Note:  Some interesting articles have been posted on our Blog page “1807 Blog 
Avenue” over the past few years  This is one of our favorites.   

Go to http://birminghamhistorycenter.wordpress.com/ to see more. 
 
aŀǊƎŀǊŜǘ ¢ƛƴƎƭŜΣ .ƛǊƳƛƴƎƘŀƳΩǎ wŜƴŀƛǎǎŀƴŎŜ ²ƻƳŀƴ  

by Kaquanta Barlow  (UAB Intern) 

Margaret Tingle graduated from Ensley High School in 
Birmingham, but her education did not end there.  She 
continued to take courses in architecture, antiques, 
Arabic, and art. Around this time the Great Depression 
was devastating the United States, driving most 
families into a painful state of poverty. Margaret’s 
father left to find work during this time, but he never 
returned. This left Margaret as the supporter of the 
family, providing for both her mother until her death, 
and for a time, her a brother.  While filing her 
information in the database I found numerous letters 
from friends and colleagues wishing her mother well 
and good health, as she was very ill.  But none of them 
mentioned her brother, who perhaps he died at a 
young age or just moved out when he became an 
adult. 
 
The 1936 Summer Olympics represented yet another 
hard time in the life of Margaret Tingle and many 
others.  Margaret had been preparing for the 1936 
Summer Olympics, planning to try out as a sprinter 
and riding her bike every day as exercise (and because 
she didn’t get a driver’s license until 1950s). The 1936 
Olympics were to be held in Germany. Past feelings 
from World War I and the recent takeover of Hitler in 
1933 caused many Americans to question the morality 
of supporting the games, in fear that this would be 
taken as support of the Nazi regime. 

Tingle, fourth from right, and the 
1932 Ensley High School Varsity 
girl’s basketball team. 

Kaquanta and Miss Tingle’s 
infamous bike. 

http://birminghamhistorycenter.wordpress.com/
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A Favorite Blog Article (continued) 

We claim Birmingham. We will leverage our history, expertise, 
collection, location, and reputation to stake our position as the best 
resource for understanding the city and its place in the United States 
and the world. 
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[Even after the disappointment of not competing 
in the Olympics,] Margaret did not stop being 
involved in recreational activities. She taught P.E. at 
both Blessed Sacrament Academy and John Carroll 
High School. Many documents, such as absences 
from class and excuses from students or parents, 
remained in her possession. She also kept much of 
the artwork drawn for her by various students over 
the years. In addition to that, she kept letters, 
Christmas cards, and even non-school related 
invitation that her students wanted her to attend. 
The fact that she kept these souvenirs all her life 
shows her dedication to her work and to her 
students.  Tingle also kept in touch with many of 
the nuns that worked at BSA and JCH after she 
stopped working there. 
 
Tingle’s primary career was with the Birmingham 
Park and Recreation department, where she 
worked from 1933 to 1978. She served as the park 
director for Harrison Park and Ensley Park, and also 
led the Lane Park Day Camp.  
 
Sports wasn’t her only interest.  In her later years, 
Tingle took an interest in international travel. She 
went to Bath, England to study British history. She 
also had a special interest in preserving Arlington 
Antebellum Home and Gardens. She taught Sunday 
school for many years at both Ensley Baptist 
Church and West End Baptist Church. Margaret 
Tingle died on January 13, 2007 and is buried at 
Oak Hill Cemetery. She left behind a legacy of hard 
work and dedication in everything she did. 
 

Tingle received an 
award in 1979 from 
the Alabama 
Recreation and 
Parks Society, “For 
outstanding service 
made to the cause 
of recreation in 
Alabama.” Her 
career with the 
parks department 
spanned 45 years. 
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“Can You Repeat That” Poster Sale 

Artifact of the Month 

!ǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊŜƳƻǎǘ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŜǊ ƻŦ ƳŜǘǊƻǇƻƭƛǘŀƴ .ƛǊƳƛƴƎƘŀƳΩǎ 
history, we will enable the public to understand more 
ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ Ǉŀǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǇŜ ƛǘǎ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦ 
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Souvenir 
posters for 

sale ς only $12 
 

$12 gets you a 
silkscreened edition 

of the coveted 
Yellowhammer 
Creative poster 
commemorating 

the historic show! 
 

Buy one to remember 
the event, if you were 
there. If you weren't, 
buy one to pretend 

you were! 
 

Either way, proceeds 
benefit the 

Birmingham History 
Center.  Call 205-202-

4146 to purchase. 
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Crossword – Fame Has Wings 

We will recognize our responsibility to help build a better futureτ
locally, regionally, nationally, and globallyτthrough history. We 
will bring a credible and authoritative historical  perspective to 
bear on civic issues, and we will help to shape the future by 
fostering historical scholarship and understanding. 

P  

Across   Down 
1 ς   To Kill a Mockingbird Actress  1 ς   US Supreme Court Justice 
3 ς   Harry the Hat of baseball fame 2 ς   Daytona 500 winner, 1992 
4 ς   NY Yankees Broadcaster  3 ς   Stand by Your Man 
7-     American Idol  5 ς   Tuxedo Junction 
9 ς   Civil Rights Leader  6 ς   Religious Broadcaster 
10 ς Have Yourself a Merry Little Christmas 8 ς   hƴŜ CƭŜǿ hǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ /ǳŎƪƻƻΩǎ bŜǎǘ 
13 ς MASH actor   11 ς 1985 PGA Champion 
14 ς Fried Green Tomatoes  12 ς Bo Knows Football 
15 ς Florida State Coach  16 ς Black Panther Party 
16 ς Miss America 2005  17 ς Green Bay Packer Quarterback 
19 ς First African American Mayor  18 ς Astronaut, Columbia Shuttle 
20 ς US Secretary of State 
21 ς Heisman Trophy winner, 1971 
22 ς /ƘŀǊƭƛŜΩǎ !ƴƎŜƭ 

 

The first person to bring in a correct completed puzzle to 
ǘƘŜ .I/ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ƎŜǘǎ ŀ ŦǊŜŜ ά/ŀƴ ¸ƻǳ wŜǇŜŀǘ ¢ƘŀǘΚέ ǇƻǎǘŜǊΦ 
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Birmingham History Center  
 

 
The Birmingham History Center is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
formed in 2004 by a group of preservation-minded citizens 
who wanted a repository and exhibit platform for artifacts 
of local history  Thanks primarily to a bequest from the 
Thomas E. Jernigan, Sr. foundation and other donors, the 
History Center operates from offices at 1807 Third Avenue 
North in Birmingham, adjacent to the Alabama Theatre.  

 

 
Officers  

 
Dr. Bayard Tynes, Chairman 

Fox De Funiak, III, Co-President 
Garland Smith, Co-President 

Samuel A. Rumore, Jr., Vice-President 
Alice Williams - Treasurer 

 
Board of Directors  

 
William A. Bell, Jr.  

Harry Bradford  
Thomas Carruthers, Jr. 

Patrick Cather 
Connie Grund  

Wyatt R. Haskell  
Anne Heppenstall  

Mary Hubbard  
Thomas E. Jernigan, Jr. 

John Nixon 
Terry Oden 

William A. Tharpe 
Scott Vowell  
Lee Woehle 

 
 

Mission Statement   
 
The Birmingham History Center seeks to educate 

and entertain the general public by collecting, 
preserving and presenting the comprehensive 

history of the Birmingham region.  

 


