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Letter from the Director/Jerry Desmond

The Freedom Riders exhibit opens on September 1, 2011.
Sponsored by the National Endowment for the Humanities and
the Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History, this exhibit
features a film preview from the PBS American Experience series
and dial-in, taped audio interviews with participants of the
original Freedom Rides. This exhibit is free to the public.

Indeed, since the exhibit will be set up inside our museum space, the entire History Center
for the month of September will also be free to the public. If you have never been before,
this is the perfect time to bring your family and friends down to the Young and Vann

building to experience this wonderful exhibit and review the interesting history of our city.

This year is the 50t anniversary of the Freedom Rides. Freedom riders were civil

rights activists who rode interstate buses into the segregated southern United

States to test the United States Supreme Court decision Boynton v. Virginia of

1960, a decision which had outlawed racial segregation in restaurants and DEZ_
waiting rooms in terminals serving buses that crossed state lines.

Featured New Artifact

We love old photographs and our collection grows every
week. Recently, Brant Beene, manager at the Alabama
Theatre, donated a series of photographs featuring Francis
Falkenburg, manager of the Alabama Theatre from 1936 to
1950, with several movie stars of the era, including John
Barrymore (pictured left), Mickey Rooney (pictured right),
Greer Garson, and Jeanette MacDonald.

During his years in Birmingham,

Falkenburg became involved in

; several civic groups and charities,

most notably Community Chest and the Red Cross. In 1950,

Falkenburg resigned as Alabama Theatre manager (his

successor was Norris Hadaway). He went on to serve two

terms as Representative for Alabama House District 32 in

the 1970s. Afterwards, he was active as a lobbyist and was

instrumental in getting legislation passed making it easier

for those exposed to asbestos to file lawsuits.
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On Exhibit — Lindbergh Visits
Birmingham

Following his sensational first solo flight from New York to Paris in May
of 1927, twenty-five year old Charles Lindbergh embarked on a three
month flying tour of the United States. Sponsored by the Daniel
Guggenheim Fund, Lindbergh, flying his famous plane, the Spirit of St.
Louis, touched down in all 48 states, visited 92 cities, gave 147
speeches, and rode 1,290 miles in parades.

"Lindbergh was seen by literally millions of people as he flew around
the country," said Richard P. Hallion, historian for the Air Force and the
author of a book on the Guggenheims. "Airmail usage exploded
overnight as a result," and the public began to view airplanes as a

Vi I m n f rav |.”
able means of trave (Continued on Page 4)
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On Exhibit — Lindbergh Visits Birmingham

(Continued from page 3)
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The Route of Lindbergh’s Nationwide Tour — July 20 to October 23, 1927

The highlight for Birmingham aviation occurred on
October 5, 1927, when Lindbergh flew into the
city and spent the night before flying on to
Jackson, Mississippi the next day. After the Spirit
of St. Louis landed at Messer Field, Lindbergh held
a press conference in the Louis XIV suite at the
Tutwiler Hotel and attended a banquet in his
honor at the Municipal (Boutwell) Auditorium. In
his speech, he recommended that Birmingham
begin construction of a municipal airport. Plans
were made immediately. The new Birmingham
Municipal Airport opened to great fanfare on May

31, 1931.
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The History Center has 2"
edition hardcover copies

of Historic Birmingham

and Jefferson County by
James R. Bennett on sale

for $S45.00, tax included.
For an extra $6 we will
ship it anywhere in the
country. Pick one up at
the Center or call 205-202-
4146 to reserve your copy.

The next time you attend an
event at the Alabama Theatre
check out the History Center’s
new exhibit case in the lobby.
The case includes interesting
artifacts from the Center’s
collection, information about
the Center, and walking
directions from the Theatre to
the Center. Each year the
Alabama Theatre attracts over
500,000 visitors.
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Announcement:
We Need More Members
We Need Your Support

What visitors are saying about T ll F o d
the History Center: e a r ‘en
“Wonderful experience.” — Natalie
Howell about the
“| enjoyed traveling back in history.” History

— Venita Bishop

“This is great!” — Joe Kennedy center’

“This place is so cool.” — Abby Logue

Call Now
to Join!

“Did not know Birmingham had
such history.” — Connie Yen

“Gripping.” — Robert Averhart

“So fascinating and exciting to learn 205.202.4146

more about my beloved hometown.
Well done.” — Claire Rumore

Our Newest Members

Maryon Allen James Hawk Jim Phillips

Philippa Bainbridge Donna and Bill Hood Clara Prevo

Marie and Ronald Baynes Darrell Hrabouski Mr. and Mrs. James Shepherd
Loretta Brown Mr. and Mrs. Glenn Ireland Il Murray and Joseph South
Judy Clasen Ivey Jackson J. T. Stephens

Marsha Duell Louise and Frank McPhillips Donald Thomas

Ralph Hare Bette and Crawford Owen
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Membership Alliance Day

July 23, 2011
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Birmingham History Center

Recently opened in the Spring of 2010, the BHC features
exhibitions of historical events of Birmingham and Jefferson
County from the 18" century to the present. Admission
charged; $4 adults, $3 seniors and veterans, $2 students,
children under 6 free. Visa, Discover, Master Card accepted,
tickets available also by phone. Group rates available, free
parking. Open 9:00 am - 4:30 pm, Monday — Friday, Saturday
10:00 am - 4:00 pm. Located at the corner of 18" Street and
First Avenue North in Birmingham at the historic Young and
Vann Building. . .
Los Directions

Nashville Gadsden
<= Tuscaloosa Chattanooga —

Montgomery Interstate 20/39 Atlanta
N 4

v

8th Ave N

220l Street

First Avenue North

Birmingham History Center
B

1731 First Avenue North
Birmingham, AL 35203

Officers

Dr. Bayard Tynes, Chairman
Fox De Funiak, Ill, Co-President
Garland Smith, Co-President
Thomas M. West, Jr., Vice President
Samuel A. Rumore, Jr., Treasurer

Board of Trustees

William A. Bell, Jr.
William A. Bowron, Jr.
Patrick Cather
Francis H. Crockard, Jr.
Jeremy Erdreich
Connie Grund
Angela Fisher Hall
Wyatt R. Haskell
Mary Hubbard
Thomas E. Jernigan, Jr.
Henry S. Lynn, Jr.
Corey Nixon
Terry Oden
Dr. Dennis Pappas
Kathryn Porter
Erskine Ramsay, Il
Dr. Edward Stevenson
William A. Tharpe
Alice Williams
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