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Letter from the Director/Jerry Desmond

Featured New Artifact

Happy New Year!   What an exciting year we had in 2010.  
After six years of collecting artifacts, raising funds and  
looking for a  site, we finally opened our museum to the 
public on April 29th at the Young and Vann building on First 
Avenue North in historic downtown Birmingham.  

We think the finished product, with an excellent design provided by Studio LaPaglia, 
looks great .  We have received rave reviews from visitors who are amazed with what 
we have accomplished with a modest budget.  We also changed our name last year, 
created a new logo, designed a new website, approved a new strategic plan with 
ambitious goals for the next five years, approved a comprehensive collections policy 
and began developing a strong membership base for the Birmingham History Center.  

These great strides forward were made bittersweet by the passing of 
our distinguished and beloved curator, Dr. Marvin Y. Whiting in 
November.  His contributions to the History Center over the past six 
years cannot be overstated.  He will be sorely missed.

We have never actually seen anything like 
this in any museum.  Donated by Margaret 
Westbrook, this No.2 Edison portable screen 
was produced in 1902 as a companion to the 
Edison ProjectoScope, an early slide projector 
popular in tent shows and meeting halls of 
the early 20th century.  With twenty-three 
parts, mostly bamboo and brass with a wood 
base, the screen stands 8 ½ feet tall and is 6 
feet wide.  The bed sheet found in the box 
was not the original screen.  After some head 
scratching and false starts, our volunteer 
curator extraordinaire, Gary Gerlach, was 
able to put it all together, resulting in this 
photo.  
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On Exhibit – Soap Box Derby Car

The Soap Box Derby is a youth soapbox car racing program which has 
been run in the United States since 1934.  World Championship finals 
are held each July at Derby Downs in Akron, Ohio.  Cars competing in 
this and related events are unpowered, relying completely upon 
gravity to move.  In Jefferson County, soap box competitors rolled 
down the track at George Ward (Green Springs) Park in late June each 
year before thousands of spectators.  The local winner received a 
$500 U. S. Savings Bond and at trip to Akron to compete in the 
national races.  Ottis Lee Airhart, of Birmingham, finished 8th in the 
1958 national races, the best showing by a racer from Birmingham.

This soap box car was built by Keith Sides 
for the 1970 Jefferson County derby.  The 
rules for building and racing a soap box car 
were quite strict.  All work had to be 
performed by the entrant. The total cost of 
the car could not exceed $35, not including 
wheels, axles, steering assembly and paint. 
The total weight of the car with the driver 
in it could not exceed 250 lbs.   Seventy 
cars raced in 1970, Keith finished third, the 
winner was Mike Culwell.  For several 
years, Keith’s father and mother, Charles 
and Betty Sides, worked as volunteers for 
the Jefferson County Derby.  

Keith Sides works on his Soap Box 
Derby car, his father, Charles, looks 
on.  (Birmingham News Photo)
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Charter Members - 2010
Benefactor

Nancy and Murray Smith

Premium
Deborah and William Denson, D. Paul Jones, Jr., 

Mr. and Mrs. Allen Rushton, Rudy Vargas

Sponsor
Paul Butrus, Catherine and Bill Cabaniss, Hobart McWhorter, James and Sheila White

Supporter
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Boehme, Dr. and Mrs. Donald Carmichael, Patrick Cather, Tom and Julia Crawford, 
Henry Crommelin, Russell and Ellen Cunningham, Hubert Goings, Jr., Constance Grund, Mr. and Mrs. 

Victor Hanson, III, Mr. and Mrs. William Hulsey, Mr. and Mrs. Glenn Ireland, Mrs. James Kidd, Mr. and Mrs. 
Willard McCall, Mrs. J. Reese Murray, Grady Nunn, Dr. and Mrs. John Packard, Henry and Pat Simpson, Mr. 

and Mrs. George Wheelock, III, Alice and Tom Williams

Family
Leah and George Atkins, Harold and Nancy Blach, Mary Bledsoe, Mr. and Mrs. Buford Braswell, John and Mena Brock, 

Lella and Frank Bromberg, Mr. and Mrs. Borden Burr, Russell Chambliss, Dr. and Mrs. James Davis, Robert and Suzanne 
Dickinson, Allen and Patsy Dreher, Jane and Charles Ellis, Michael and Dona Flannery, Sharp and Louise Gillespy, IV, Mr. and 
Mrs. James Hancock, Mr. and Mrs. Francis Hare, David Herring, Gerald and Nazha Kassouf, Ben and Joyce Kidd, Mr. and Mrs. 

Randall LaMay, Lynn and Dana Lower, Mary and Stan Mackin, Elizabeth Marbury, Frank and Jean Marshall, Mrs. Richard 
Massey, Mr. and Mrs. Donald McCormick, Emmy and Travis McGowin, Katherine McTyeire, Hugh Morgan, Lamar Osment, Mr. 
and Mrs. J. Wray Pearce, Jim and Edwina Pratt, Natasha and Richard Randolph, Mr. and Mrs. William Richardson, Elberta Reid, 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Ritchie, Mr. and Mrs. Sam Rumore, Mr. and Mrs. Charles Sharp, Dr. and Mrs. Waid Shelton, Mr. and Mrs. 

Charles Sides, Jane and Henley Smith, Mr. and Mrs. Mell Smith, Dr. and Mrs. Jack Trigg, 
Scott and Cameron Vowell, Dr. and Mrs. Glenn Wheeler, Mary Stevens Winfree

Individual
Dr. and Mrs. John Akin, Craig Allen, Eugenia Anderson, Walker Badham, Alice Bowsher, Elna Brendel, Mrs. James Bushnell, 
Kirke Cater, Bess Coleman, Leigh Ann Courington, James Davis, Joe Dennis, Alan Dimick, Grace Eskridge, Marjorie Forney, 
Pauline Fugazzotto, Janet Haas, Tim Hollis,  Hopper, Duncan Hulsey, Yvonne Knowles, David Langum, Steve Murray, Inez 

McCollum, Mrs. David Millhouse, Caroline Reynolds, Margaret Rhoads, Francis Robinson, Stefanie Rookis, Mrs. Eladion Ruiz-
de-Molina, Carol Slaughter, William Slaughter, Gloria Solomon, Spencer South, Steve Speir, John Spinks, Cynthia Sproull, Mary 

Elizabeth Stamps, Robert Stamps, Warren St. John, George Thompson, Temple Tutwiler, 
Charles Wilcox, Florence Williams, Sally Woolley

Senior/Student
Edward and Ann Allen, Michael Balliet, Francis Bailey, Butch Baldone, Lloyd Berry, Dr. William Bishop, Harry Bradford, Lela Ann 

Brewer, Virginia Brown, Catherine Browne, Mrs. Charles Clayton, Ron Council, Shirley Evans, Frank Falkenburg, Wayne H. 
Finley, MacDonald Fleming, J. David Fraley, Mary Funderburg, Rev. and Mrs. John Harper, Gene Head, Margaret Livingston, 

Rosemary Jager, John Jensen, Ed LaMonte, Suzanne Lucas, Charles McCallum, Steven Morton, Ethel Owen, Margaret Ragland, 
John Randolph, Marlene Rikard, Wilma Ritchey, Estelle Runyan, Carl Sanders, Surget Sanders, 

Herbert Stockham, Lois Turnipseed, Louise Vance, Phyllis Vaughan, Paulette Yelverton, Mrs. Henry Yeilding, 
Celeste Waller, Lil and Dewey White, J. D. Weeks, Janis Zeanah
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Jefferson County Historical Association 
Reception Held at the History Center, 12/9/10

Photos by Thomas E. Badham
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Our Corporate/Foundation and Major Individual Donors
2008 - 2010

Volunteers If you're interested in history and want to get in 
on the ground floor of a developing museum, 
consider volunteering.  It took many hands to get 
the museum open in April, 2010, and more 
volunteer opportunities will open as time goes 
by. Right now, we have work waiting for archives 
assistants. Archives assistants are curatorial 
volunteers who help speed record-keeping and 
other caretaking duties. An archive assistant gets 
to see artifacts as they come in and helps make 
sure objects, papers, and photographs are 
properly documented and cared for.

For more information on becoming a volunteer 
go to our website at 

www.birminghamhistorycenter.org
or, call for more information, (205) 202-4146.

The Thomas E. Jernigan Family Foundation

Alabama Power Foundation Hugh Kaul Foundation
Bashinsky Foundation Red Diamond, Inc.
Birmingham Jefferson Historical Society Regions Bank
Caring Foundation (BC/BS of Alabama) Susan Mott Webb Charitable Trust
Comer Foundation Thompson Family Foundation
Compass Bank Vulcan Materials
Daniel Foundation Wachovia/Wells Fargo Foundation
General Machinery, Inc. Williamson, Martin & Brooke
Hillcrest Foundation Family Foundation

Leigh Allison, Francis Crockard, Henry Lynn, Philip McWane, Charlotte Murdock, Earle 
Murray, William Rushton, Garland Smith, Nancy and Murray Smith, 

Lucille Thompson, Dr. Bayard Tynes.

Gary Gerlach, volunteer 
curator, works every 
Monday at the BHC.

http://www.birminghamhistorycenter.org/
http://www.birminghamhistorycenter.org/uploadedFiles/File/VolunteerPositionDescription.pdf
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Donating  Artifacts

From Left to Right:  Lindbergh Reception Committee Pin (1927), Edison Phonograph (1903), 
Stain Glass from Terminal Station (1909), Elyton Land Company Stock Certificate (1890)

The History Center ensures that:

• collections in its custody support its mission and public trust responsibilities. 
• collections in its custody are lawfully held, protected, secure, unencumbered, cared for, 
and preserved. 
• collections in its custody are accounted for and documented. 
• access to the collections and related information is permitted and regulated.
• acquisition, disposal, and loan activities are conducted in a manner that respects the 
protection and preservation of natural and cultural resources and discourages illicit trade in 
such materials. 
•acquisition, disposal, and loan activities conform to its mission and public trust 
responsibilities. 
•collections-related activities promote the public good rather than individual financial gain. 
•competing claims of ownership that may be asserted in connection with objects in its 
custody should be handled openly, seriously, responsively and with respect for the dignity of 
all parties involved. 

To donate artifacts related to the history of the Birmingham 
region, please call 205-202-4146 or bring items to the 
Center at 1731 First Avenue North, Birmingham, AL
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Birmingham History Center

Recently opened in the Spring of 2010, the BHC features

exhibitions of historical events of Birmingham and Jefferson

County from the 18th century to the present. Admission

charged; $4 adults, $3 seniors and veterans, $2 students,

children under 6 free. Visa, Discover, Master Card accepted,

tickets available also by phone. Group rates available, free

parking. Open 9:00 am - 4:30 pm, Monday - Friday. Located

at the corner of 18th Street and First Avenue North in

Birmingham at the historic Young and Vann Building.

Directions

Officers

Dr. Bayard Tynes, Chairman
Fox De Funiak, III, Co President

Garland Smith, Co-President
Thomas M. West, Jr., Vice-President

Samuel A. Rumore, Jr., Treasurer
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Wyatt. H. Haskell

Thomas E. Jernigan, Jr.
Henry S. Lynn, Jr.

Corey Nixon
Terry Oden

Dr. Dennis Pappas
Kathryn Porter

Erskine Ramsay, II
Carla Roberson

Dr. Edward Stevenson


