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Note from the Director

Artifact of the Month –1972 Political Memorabilia

!ǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊŜƳƻǎǘ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŜǊ ƻŦ ƳŜǘǊƻǇƻƭƛǘŀƴ .ƛǊƳƛƴƎƘŀƳΩǎ 
history, we will enable the public to understand more 
ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ Ǉŀǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǇŜ ƛǘǎ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦ

P

As some of you may know, I am always on the lookout for connections 
made in our city’s history.  Our feature story about the 1916 Typhoid 
Epidemic in Birmingham fits that bill.  The City Commissioner who 
responded to the crisis was John RandophHornady(1872-1948) who 
also lead efforts to fund schools and authored a book about 
Birmingham history (see page 6).

This led to the illustrator of his book, William Paul Pim(1885-1950) 
who taught commercial art at Birmingham Southern College.  W. 
Paul Pimcreated a famous cartoon known as “Baby Mine” that was 
syndicated in newspapers across the South.  He also published a 
series of “ Telling Tommy” illustrated children’s books that have 
become collectors items.  History’s path is fascinating, as Yogi Berra 
once said, “When you come to a fork in the road, take it.”

The History Center does have a 
small but growing collection of 
political memorabilia.  Dr. Dennis 
Pappas recently donated a bumper 
sticker, campaign button and ticket 
to a banquet that Vice-President 
Spiro Agnew attended in 
Birmingham in 1972.  That year 
President Richard Nixon and his 
running mate were on their way to 
an overwhelming election victory.

It is interesting that the banquet ticket cost $12.50.  Today, one might expect to pay 
$500 - $2,500, or more, for the chance to hear a Vice-President give a speech during 
an election year.  How times have changed. 
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100 Years Ago –The 1916 Typhoid Epidemic

Every museum needs help to achieve its vision. Fortunately, we are 
not alone in wanting to help people make meaningful and personal 
connections to history.  Throughout greater Birmingham, there are 
many who share this passion. We need their help.

P

Nineteen-Sixteen was a dangerous year in the 
history of Birmingham and Jefferson County.  
The largest earthquake in Alabama history since 
statehood was centered in Irondale on October 
18th.  Estimated at 5.1 on the Richter Scale, the 
quake caused wide spread panic and affected 
seven other states. In Birmingham, the shaking 
prompted the evacuation of office buildings. A 
news article at the time reported that "The 
sensation on the upper floors of buildings was 
similar to that of standing on the deck of a 
vessel in a slight sea. There was the slight pitch, 
with the suggestion of a roll.”  Luckily there 
were no fatalities reported in the area.

On May and June, the county was hit by two 
different tornados which killed 3 family 
members and destroyed 29 homes in Taylor’s 
Ferry and Powderly.  However, the biggest 

Los Angeles Herald, Jul 22, 1916

Dr. Russell McWhorter Cunningham

Birmingham Health Department 
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100 Years Ago –The 1916 Typhoid Epidemic (Cont.)

We will recognize our responsibility to help build a better futureτ
locally, regionally, nationally, and globallyτthrough history. We 
will bring a credible and authoritative historical  perspective to 
bear on civic issues, and we will help to shape the future by 
fostering historical scholarship and understanding.

P

Birmingham Typhoid Caused by Ice Cream

Birmingham, Ala õDr . C. C, Lumsden , federal expert,
who has been investigating the typhoid epidemic here
with two other government men and with two state
experts, Drs. Armes and Harrington, has made his report
to the city commission . The experts studied not only the
present epidemic but also the high typhoid rate always
prevalent in the city . The present outbreak is traced to
ice cream made by one manufacturer who supplies
about 20 per cent of the cream made in the city . Of 350
cases examined out of 451 reported between June 1 and
July 18, 163 had eaten no other cream . The infection is
traced back to the milk used by the ice cream
manufacturer . Dr . Lumsden declared that the usual high
rate in Birmingham is due to the dry closets and to the
use of spring and well water . Between 70 and 100
people die from typhoid in the city every year, which
makes Birmingham the worst city in the country having a
population between 125 ,000 and 200 ,000 . Inadequate
sanitary inspection is blamed in large measure forbad
conditions . Following the report, a city wide movement
has been started for co-operation of all civic bodies,
womenøsorganizations and the authorities to work
together to improve sanitary conditions . Meanwhile, new
cases of typhoid continue to be reported every day, and
the total for the first 22 days of July was 346 and the
number of deaths 22 . About 15 ,000 persons have been
vaccinated against the disease but the number applying
fell of with the decrease in reported cases. A systematic
campaign is being waged now for vaccinating the negro
population .

Municipal Journal , Volume LI, No . 5 (July to December,
1916 ), page 132 .

There were over 
8,000 privies, 
also known as 
“dry closets” 
reported within 
the Birmingham 
city limits in 
1916.

threat to public health in 1916 was something 
that had plagued the City of Birmingham since its 
founding in 1871 –disease, specifically an 
epidemic of typhoid fever.

The average number of typhoid cases in 
Birmingham at the turn of the last century was 
113 during the summer months.  In 1916, 451 
cases were reported in a two week period in July 
of that year.  Due to this alarming number, 
Birmingham City Commissioner John Hornady
(see page 6) called upon the federal government 
to send an expert to determine the cause.  The 
government sent Dr. Leslie L. Lumsden, the 
foremost authority on typhoid in the country (In 
subsequent articles Dr. Lumsden’sname has been 
misreported as C. C. Lumsden, probably due to a 
misreading of a reporter’s notes).

What Dr. Lumsdenfound was very interesting.  
Most of the victims were children between the 
ages of 10-15 who came from “prosperous 
circumstances.”  He wrote in his report “this fact 
suggested that some food or beverage 
extensively distributed in the city and eaten 
especially by children of families able to provide 
more than the necessities of life was the chief 
medium of conveyance of the infection.”

The source turned out to be ice cream made 
locally by “Manufacturer X.”  Dr. Lumsden’sreport 
(summarized left) eventually led to greater 
sanitation restrictions placed on the dairy 
industry in Jefferson County.  By 1920 an 
ordinance was passed requiring pasteurization as 
well as inspections in all local dairies.
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We will recognize our responsibility to help build a better futureτ
locally, regionally, nationally, and globallyτthrough history. We 
will bring a credible and authoritative historical  perspective to 
bear on civic issues, and we will help to shape the future by 
fostering historical scholarship and understanding.

P

Jefferson County/Birmingham 
Health Timeline

1873–Cholera Epidemic –128 deaths.

1878–Yellow Fever Epidemic –120,000 
cases, 20,000 deaths in Southern States, 
347 cases in Birmingham, 49 deaths.

1901-1902–Scarlet Fever Epidemic.

Jefferson County/Birmingham Health Timeline

1903–Small Pox Scare –116 cases in Lane Park Pest House –500 cases in 1913.

1909–First Methodist Church first to serve communion from individual glasses.

1911–Medical school in Birmingham shut down as substandard.

1912–8,000 Tennessee Coal and Iron (TCI) employees have malaria.

1915-17–Typhoid Epidemic, Jefferson County Department of Health established.

1933–Diphtheria Scare –197 cases reported.

1934–Rabies Capital of North America –21,000 dogs running loose in the city.

1936–85 cases of Polio in the city.

1942 –Syphilis rate in Birmingham four times the national average.

1958–1,521 new cases of Tuberculosis in Jefferson County.
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Looking For –The Book of Birmingham

!ǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊŜƳƻǎǘ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŜǊ ƻŦ ƳŜǘǊƻǇƻƭƛǘŀƴ .ƛǊƳƛƴƎƘŀƳΩǎ 
history, we will enable the public to understand more 
ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ Ǉŀǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǇŜ ƛǘǎ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦ

P

One item we would love to 
acquire for History Center 
collection is “The Book of 
Birmingham” by John R. Hornady
(pictured), published in 1921 
during the city’s 50th anniversary 
celebration.  

If you know where a first edition 
copy in good condition of this 
book can be found (or if you 
have a spare copy), please let us 
know by calling 205-202-4146.

The 376 page book 
features illustrations 
by W. Paul Pim, a 
illustrator for the 
Birmingham Times 
who was famous for 
creating the “Baby 
Mine” cartoons.  
Hornadyserved as a 
city commissioner 
from 1915-1921.
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Grapico100th Anniversary

!ǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊŜƳƻǎǘ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŜǊ ƻŦ ƳŜǘǊƻǇƻƭƛǘŀƴ .ƛǊƳƛƴƎƘŀƳΩǎ 
history, we will enable the public to understand more 
ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ Ǉŀǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǇŜ ƛǘǎ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦ

P

Raymond Rochellin Birmingham was the first bottler 
to buy Grossman's Grapicosyrup wholesale, eventually 
producing and distributing Grapicoin Alabama, Florida, 
Georgia, Mississippi and Louisiana. The franchise was 
sold to Buffalo Rock in 1981.  In 1988, the company re-
launched the brand with a new logo and can design 
and expanded to much of the Southern United States.
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Birmingham History Center

The Birmingham History Center is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
formed in 2004 by a group of preservation-minded citizens 
who wanted a repository and exhibit platform for artifacts 
of local history  Thanks primarily to a bequest from the 
Thomas E. Jernigan, Sr. foundation and other donors, the 
History Center operates from offices at 310 18th Street 
North, Suite 401 in Birmingham, across from the Lyric 
Theatre in the Pythian Building. 

Officers

Dr. Bayard Tynes, Chairman
Fox De Funiak, III, Co-President

Garland Smith, Co-President
Samuel A. Rumore, Jr., Vice-President

Alice Williams - Treasurer

Board of Directors

William A. Bell, Jr.
Harry Bradford

Thomas Carruthers, Jr.
Patrick Cather

Wyatt R. Haskell
Anne Heppenstall

Mary Hubbard
Thomas E. Jernigan, Jr.

John Nixon
Terry Oden

William A. Tharpe
Scott Vowell
Lee Woehle

Mission Statement

The Birmingham History Center seeks to educate 
and entertain the general public by collecting, 
preserving and presenting the comprehensive 

history of the Birmingham region. 


