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Note from the Director

As some of you may know, | am always on the lookout for connectig
made in our city’s history. O
Epidemic in Birmingham fits that bill. The City Commissioner who
i @ responded to the crisis was JoRandophHornady(18721948) who
Wl | also lead efforts to fund schools and authored a book about

ﬁ Birmingham history (see page 6).

This led to the illustrator of his book, William P&uin(18851950)
who taught commercial art at Birmingham Southern College. W
PaulPimc r eat ed a famous cartoondf
syndicated in newspapers across the South. He also publishes

series of “ Telling Tommy"”™ | e
become coll ectors items. Hi p
once said, “When you come to i

Artifact of the Month—1972 Political Memorabilia

The History Center does have a
small but growing collection of

ADNIT 0N  de e K ok ok ko ok ok ok ok ok
political memorabilia. Dr. Dennis m,,g;’.fu:%“ GOVERNOR'S AWARD BANQUE
A ’
Pappas recently donated a bumpe L T

i~

sticker, campaign button and ticket == 1 B LB N

to a banquet that Vicd°resident
Spiro Agnew attended in GOD BLESS

President Richard Nixon and his

running mate were on their way to

It is interesting that the banquet ticket cost $12.50. Today, one might expect to pay
$500- $2,500, or more, for the chance to hear a VResident give a speech during

Birmingham in 1972. That year SPI Ro AG N E w
an overwhelming election victory.
an election year. How times have changed.

l'a GKS T2NBY2ald AyidaSNLINBGSNI

Birmingham History Center history, we will enable the public to understand more
L o o2dzi GKS OAGEQa LI &l FyR LI
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100 Years AgeThe 1916 Typhoid Epidemi

NineteenSixteen was a dangerous year in the

history of Birmingham and Jefferson County. Birmingh&m FG&I‘S

The largest earthquake in Alabama history sing

statehood was centered in Irondale on October TyphOid Epidemic

18". Estimated at 5.1 on the Richter Scale, the
guake caused wide spread panic and affected e =
seven other statedn Birmingham, the shaking Trﬁ?«:hnil: Gg‘:gé er‘:}ﬁ; {;;?;t e.:':;‘:m
prompted the evacuation of office buildings. A | here over an epidemic of typhoid
news article at the time reported that "The fever. Cases are being reported every

i ildi day at the offices of the city health
sensation on the upper floors of buildings was S attats . Bt Whils . Prestfent

similar e that_ of standing on the deck 9fa ~ JGeorge Ward of the,city commission
vessel in a slight sea. There was the slight pitc} states the situation is not critical,
with the suggestionofa o | | . ” L u cjauthorities are taking every precau-

iti i tion,
were no fatalities reported in the area. In two davs 48 cases were report-

. ed, Extensive measurec are bein
On May and June, the county was hit by two | taken and numerous circulars are

different tornados which killed 3 family being issued.
members and destroyed

Ferry and Powderly. However, the biggest Los Angeles Herald, Jul 22, 1916

-

X3

TYPAOID FEVER 1S BERE”

Here are a few facts about it:

n =
(1))

IJ

1. Typhoid comes in early spring. Big rains wash waste matter
into wells or into sewers. Many sewers empty into the
£ lake. We drink the lake water.
2. Typhoid is caused by a germ which lives in water or milk
e and on damp vegetables. The germ never flies in the air.
3. Boiling water and cooking food kills this germ.

How to avoid Typhoid: *

‘:lwlf ‘water reports are bad, boil all 5. Wash your hands before eating.
__ drinking water. 6. Never eat food that has come out
2 ﬁn@nﬁ%nepdygtgeboiﬁlﬁpoht of a sick room.
Keep it there ve minutes. o N
3/Caok'all vey Lo heforS paing. (8 zodaﬂd;she,alx;:dhyanckm
4. Keep your fingers out of your 5 If you don't know what to do,
mouth. ASK YOUR WORKS DOCTOR:

Dr. Russell McWhorter Cunningham )
Birmingham Health Department

Every museum needs help to achieve its vision. Fortunately, we are

Birmingham History Center not alone in wanting to help people make meaningful and personal
*—o—o—o—o—o—o—o—o—{) connections to history. Throughout greater Birmingham, there are

many who share this passion. We need their help.
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There were over
8,000 privies,
also known as
“dry cl o
reported within
the Birmingham
city limits in
1916.

Birmingham Typhoid Caused by Ice Cream

Birmingham, Ala d Dr. C. C, Lumsden , federal expert,

who has been investigating the typhoid epidemic here
with two other government men and with two state
experts, Drs. Armes and Harrington, has made his report
to the city commission . The experts studied not only the
present epidemic but also the high typhoid rate always
prevalent in the city. The present outbreak is traced to
ice cream made by one manufacturer who supplies
about 20 per cent of the cream made in the city. Of 350
cases examined out of 451 reported between June 1 and
July 18, 163 had eaten no other cream . The infection is
traced back to the milk wused by the ice cream
manufacturer . Dr. Lumsden declared that the usual high
rate in Birmingham is due to the dry closets and to the
use of spring and well water. Between 70 and 100
people die from typhoid in the city every year, which
makes Birmingham the worst city in the country having a

population  between 125,000 and 200,000. Inadequate
sanitary inspection is blamed in large measure forbad
conditions . Following the report, a city wide movement

has been started for co-operation of all civic bodies,
wo me n @ganizatons and the authorites to work
together to improve sanitary conditions . Meanwhile, new
cases of typhoid continue to be reported every day, and
the total for the first 22 days of July was 346 and the
number of deaths 22. About 15,000 persons have been
vaccinated against the disease but the number applying
fell of with the decrease in reported cases. A systematic
campaign is being waged now for vaccinating the negro
population .

Municipal Journal , Volume LI, No. 5 (July to December,
1916), page 132.

threat to public health in 191%/as something
that had plagued the City of Birmingham since ifs
founding in 1871 disease, specifically an
epidemic of typhoid fever

The average number of typhoid cases in
Birmingham at the turn of the last century was
113 during the summer months. In 1916, 451
cases were reported in a two week period in July
of that year. Due to this alarming number,
Birmingham City Commissioner JdHarnady
(see page 6) called upon the federal governmennt
to send an expert to determine the cause. The
government sent Dr. Lesliellumsdenthe
foremost authority on typhoid in the country (In
subsequent articles D u ms dname’has been
misreported as C. Cumsden probably due to a
mi sreading of a report

What Dr.Lumsderfound was very interesting.
Most of the victims were children between the
agesofld 5 who came from|"’
circumstances.”’ He wy}
suggested that some food or beverage
extensively distributed in the city and eaten
especially by children of families able to providg
more than the necessities of life was the chief
medi um of conveyance p

The source turned out to be ice cream made
l ocally by “ Mawmnumf areport s
(summarized left) eventually led to greater
sanitation restrictions placed on the dairy
industry in Jefferson County. By 1920 an
ordinancewas passedequiringpasteurization as
well asinspections in all local dairies.

We will recognize our responsibility to help build a better future

Birmingham History Center
B e

locally, regionally, nationally, and globattythrough history. We
will bring a credible and authoritative historical perspective to
bear on civic issues, and we will help to shape the future by

fostering historical scholarship and understanding.
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Jefferson County/Birmingham Health Timeline

Jefferson County/Birmingham NOTIOHE.
Health Timeline PREVENTIVES OF
1873— Cholera Epidemie 128 deaths. O““LERA!
1878 Yellow Fever Epidemie120,000 | =~ " Sl cnd et

cases, 20,000 deaths in Southern State] = BE TEMPERATE IN EATING& DRINKING!

JAvoid Raw Vegelables and Unripe Fruil !.

347 cases in Birmingham, 49 deaths. Abstain from COLD WATER, when heat-
ed, and above all from @rdent Spirits,
and if habit have rendered them indispens=

19011902 Scarlet Fever Epidemic. A S SRR

1903- Small Pox Scarel16 cases in Lane Park Pest HouSB0 cases in 1913.
1909- First Methodist Church first to serve communion from individual glasses.
1911— Medical school in Birmingham shut down as substandard.

1912-8,000 Tennessee Coal and Iron (TCI) employees have malaria.

191517 —Typhoid Epidemic, Jefferson County Department of Health established.
1933-Diphtheria Scare 197 cases reported.

1934— Rabies Capital of North Amerie21,000 dogs running loose in the city.
1936—85 cases of Polio in the city.

1942—- Syphilis rate in Birmingham four times the national average.

1958-1,521 new cases of Tuberculosis in Jefferson County.

We will recognize our responsibility to help build a better future
S—_— locally, regionally, nationally, and globattythrough history. We
will bring a credible and authoritative historical perspective to
+—o—o—o—o—o—o—o—o—{) bear on civic issues, and we will help to shape the future by

fostering historical scholarship and understanding.
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Looking For The Book of Birmingha

One item we would love to

I acquire for History Center

)._,., collection i1s “II'h
A\ Bi r mi nghamHorlady P o

E }I [ l I \( l! i (pictured), published in 1921

dur i ng tthaaniversatyy
celebration.

The 376 page book
features illustrations
by W. PauPim, a
illustrator for the
Birmingham Times
who was famous for
creating tlhe
Mi ne” cart|oo
Hornadyserved as a
city commissioner
from 19151921.

Baby Mine

POP SAYS MOST EVERYTHING
AROUND HOME 15 OPERATED

1 11 BY SWITCHES AND MAYBE IT
If you know where a first edition A el ol
copy in good condition of this 0.
book can be found (or if you
have a spare copy), please let us

know by calling 20202-4146.

l'a GKS FT2NBY2ad Ay dSNLINBGSNJ

Birmingham History Center history, we will enable the public to understand more
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Grapicol00M Anniversary

O

RaymondRochelin Birmingham was the first bottler
to buy Grossman'&rapicosyrupwholesale, eventually} !
producinganddistributingGrapicoin Alabama, Florida,
Georgia, Mississippi and Louisiana. Traachisewas
sold to Buffalo Rock ih981 In 1988 the companyre-
launched the brand with a new logo and can design
and expanded to much of the Southddmited States.

WE CAN'T IMPROVE g,
~— Ouwr Great —

GRAPE TASTE

SO WE MADE THE GUTSIDE .

ARKI.INGQ
5?

S >

[ NEW-PACKAGING COMING APRIL 2016

Gl A e dria
FEII
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Birmingham History Center history, we will enable the public to understand more
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Birmingham History Center

The Birmingham History Center is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit
formed in 2004 by a group of preservation-minded citizens
who wanted a repository and exhibit platform for artifacts
of local history Thanks primarily to a bequest from the
Thomas E. Jernigan, Sr. foundation and other donors, the
History Center operates from offices at 310 18" Street
North, Suite 401 in Birmingham, across from the Lyric
Theatre in the Pythian Building.

Mission Statement

The Birmingham History Center seeks to educate
and entertain the general public by collecting,
preserving and presenting the comprehensive

history of the Birmingham region.

Birmingham History Center

B e
310 1& Street North, Suite 401

Birmingham, AL 35203

Officers

Dr. Bayard Tynes, Chairman
Fox De Funiak, I, Co-President
Garland Smith, Co-President
Samuel A. Rumore, Jr., VicePresident
Alice Williams - Treasurer

Board of Directors

William A. Bell, Jr.
Harry Bradford
Thomas Carruthers, Jr.
Patrick Cather
Wyatt R. Haskell
Anne Heppenstall
Mary Hubbard
Thomas E. Jernigan, Jr.
John Nixon
Terry Oden
William A. Tharpe
Scott Vowell
Lee Woehle
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